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An article appear. s_in the F ebruary .1 ,._J19 7 6 issue 
of "Newsday" captioned /.'FBI Tied to King’ s Retur n t o Memphis" 
written by Lesy Payne (copy attached). 
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This -(article alleges that the FBI and the Memphis, 
Tennessee, Police Department infiltrated the Invaders,, a 
Memphis organization of young blacks. The Invaders allegedly 
ere responsible for violence during a march in Memphis on 
March 28, 1968. The late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was 
a participant in this march. It is alleged that because 
of the violence associated with this march Dr. King found 
it imperative to return to Memphis in April, 1968, at .which* 
time he was assassinated. It is inferred that inasmuch as * , 
there were FBI and police informants in the Invaders 9 the FBI^ 
and the police were thereby possibly responsible for Dr. Kingia— • 
assassination based on the possibility that the 
violence was part of a conspiracy to compel Dr. King to return 
to Memphis and his death. It is alleged that the FBI 
informants and a Memphis Police Department undercover 
officer infiltrated the Invaders and were actively responsible 
for the violence associated withr>the ^Invaders. 

pi / x h o ' — ) 

A review of f iles at FBI Headquarters 'afrd^atf”tKe 
Memphis Field Office of the FBI lias determined the ^following: 

An umbrella black group was formed in Memphi s^In 1967 
known primarily as the Black Organizing Project (BOP) ^“"Dne 
of its cells was the Invaders composed of young blacks. The 
Invaders were particularly militant. Leaders of the Invaders 
made inflammatory statements to the effect that it would be 
desirable for the city to. bum. 
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SEE NOTE PAGE 3 



•fir ; 






,<J ^ 



-W' 



GPO : 1073 O - 594-120 





■fr 



, / c->' 

■ 



'.^4 

•r 



•••&> 



The Attorney General 






>**«» - »tSkl! br ^ 

support and the strike became a blSk Suse Dr ^ SS lr 

Dr Kin* »?►£?£ a f ter the be g innin g of this march, with 

breakinf SfnH^«, hea a'i y0U ? S blacks toward the rear began 
Dreatclng windows and looting. Dr. King inmediatelv lift- 

were 8 ehSt° on£ d fa?*n d lootin g occurred, three youSg blocks 
we t® 8hot * one fatally, approximately 60 were iniured fivm 
policemen received significant injuries and thexeltve ~ 
approximately 300 arrests. The National Guard was mobilized 

issii ?IP- -s "■* 

ongr effectively lead mass demonstrations without violence. 

d have informant coverage of the Invaders 
...'•are were five informants of the Memphis Office providing aome 
cegree of coverage of the Invaders or its leaders? On® ^ 

? ™ eraber of the Invaders shortly after 
e March 28, 1968, violence. He was present during the 
demon strati on^and reported on the activities of the^eaders of 

bef ?f e and duriil g the demonstration. Another 
informant was well acquainted with the BOP/Invaders leaders. 

thereon 31 80 present durin g the demonstration and reported 

. - 0ur files do not indicate that any of the FBI 

in M° lved in Panning, inciting or participating 

it lnn lenC tl None were in any level of policy or leadership 
in the BOP or the Invaders. 
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office „h?LS e JSh%SirtSl p £S/ ld „^r? !! s t 5 *^* 1 

on the activities of the Invaders re ^«ly reported 

between the Memphis Police Dena-tment tot &S excha ?S ed 

Department lonSer * “ len,b€r of the M^hts Police 



This is being provided for your information. 
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